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tinues to be cherished that this circumstance does not necessarily involve the opposite extreme." 1
Then, for a moment, Marshall indulges his eloquence: "So intertwined with every ligament of her heart have been the cords of affection which bound her to France, that only repeated and continued acts of hostility can tear them asunder/5 2
Finally he tells Talleyrand that the American envoys, "searching only for the means of effecting the objects of their mission, have permitted no personal considerations to influence their conduct, but have waited, under circumstances beyond measure embarrassing and unpleasant, with that respect which the American Government has so uniformly paid to that of France, for permission to lay before you, citizen Minister, these important communications with which they have been charged." But, "if no such hope5' remains, "they [the envoys] have only to pray that their return to their own country may be facilitated." 3
But Marshall's extraordinary power of statement and logic availed nothing with Talleyrand and the Directory* "I consider Marshall, whom I have heard speak on a great subject,4 as one of the most powerful reasoners I ever met with either in public or in print,55 writes William Vans Murray from The Hague, commenting on the task of the envoys* "Reasoning in such cases will have a fine effect in America, but to depend upon it in Europe is really to place Quixote with Gines de Passamonte and among
i Am. St. Pr*., For. ReL, ii, 181.        * 16., 181-82.        * 16., 4 British Debts cases. (See vol. I, chap, v.)